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BUDDY BEAR TRUST

CONDUCTIVE EDUCATION

OFFERING: Voice: Choice: Opportunity and Independence for vulnerable children

Fact:  Statistics suggest some 900 children and young people in Northern Ireland suffer from Cerebral Palsy.
Fact:  Cerebral Palsy impacts on the life experiences not just of young people but on their families.



Fact:  In Northern Ireland there is no centrally funded specialist provision made for children suffering from Cerebral Palsy.
Fact: Failure to remedy the worst effects of Cerebral Palsy leaves children vulnerable and unnecessarily dependent on others later in life.



Fact:  Conductive Education is a structured holistic programme offering children with Cerebral Palsy new possibilities for learning, mobility and enhanced independence.
Fact:  The Buddy Bear School has provided Conductive Education for children from across N Ireland and the border counties of the Republic of Ireland since 1993.



Fact: The Buddy Bear Trust for Conductive Education can, with financial support provides a Cerebral Palsy Centre of Excellence.


Fact:  Children suffering from autism have access to a centre of excellence, operating as an all Ireland facility, in Middletown – why is no central provision being made for children with Cerebral Palsy.



Fact:  In today’s financial climate the existence of Buddy Bear is threatened.


FUNDING OPTIONS

1.
Interim Funding

Interim funding regime for a period of two to three years to allow for a Department of Education led appraisal project exploring methods to mainstream funding for the Buddy Bear Trust School.  Such an appraisal should consider:

a)
the number of children for whom Conductive Education would be

beneficial;

b)
the current provision; and

c)
a comparative analysis of the benefits accruing from Conductive 


Education as opposed to alternative regimes.

2.
Review of Cross Border Project

A major review of provision on a cross border basis with particular reference to:

a)
 number of young people with motor disorders;

b)
the opportunity cost over the life span of young people of a failure to 


empower them to a level of greater independence;

c)
the core skills required of the complementary professional disciplines to 


optimise the life chances of such young people, note this would effectively 


throw into relief the professional education/training needs and how best 


these needs might be met within an all Ireland context; and

d)
how best education professionals and other disciplines might work with 


Universities to develop a long term strategy in these areas.

3.
Partnership with Grant Aided School

Finally for Buddy Bear Trust School to operate as a unit attached to a grant-aided school with a guaranteed revenues stream for the duration of any research programmes that might be included under (1) and (2) above.

The Buddy Bear Trust is willing to work in partnership with the Department of Education and any other Departments or agencies to explore and consider any other options.
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